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NEWS RELEASE
LOCAL ARTIST BRINGS DIVERSE THEMES AND CULTURES
TO COLLECTION OF NATIVITY PAINTINGS ON EXHIBIT AT UD
DAYTON, Ohio -A collection of Nativity paintings from award-winning Milford artist
Georgia Armstrong Askew is currently on display in the University of Dayton's Marian Library.
The library houses the world's largest collection of printed materials about the Virgin
Mary outside the Vatican and is located on the seventh floor of Roesch Library on campus.
Gallery hours are from 8:30a.m. to 4:30p.m., Monday through Friday, and by special
arrangement by calling (937} 229-4214. Admission is free and open to the public. The exhibit is
also viewable on the Web at http:/ /www.udayton.edu/mary I gallery.html.
Askew uses a variety of styles and media to depict various perspectives of the first
Christmas, portraying each scene differently by using both traditional and modem ideas from
many cultures. She often employs symbols, such as spirits and celestial bodies, to provide a
mystical view of the world and both "simplify and enlarge the meaning" of her work.
As much as she enjoys painting, her art is also her worship, Askew said. "I can no more
not do them to the praise, honor and glory of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit than not
breat.l-}e."
Complementing Askew's work is a sampling of the Marian Library's collection of 800
creches from around the world. The creches, which depict the traditional Nativity scene,
incorporate a variety of media to represent themes from Mexico, Nigeria, the Netherlands and
other countries.
The exhibits will run through Friday, Jan. 5.
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